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ABSTRACT ' , - ' ^ 

^ ^ That 1975 has ushered in a new and different* way of ^ 

thinking and reacting to '-public edudation at dll levels as weJLl as 
reflecting consumerism., confrontation, and ^conciliation is the main • ^ 
message of this paper.' What follows is an attempt to place urban 
public schooling within the context of . America, 1 975. The short era 
of egua^l educational experience, in feontrast to the two long standing 
eras o'f competitive privilege is drawing to an abrupt close unless an 
immediate Change of direction in public policy emerges--^ as happened 
in 1954. What is most urgent today is not better urban education but 
a national full employment policy thdt guarantees to every high 
school gradua-te capable of work, a decent. job and wage. Also needed 
in terms of bearing or early childhood ed.ucation is a combination of 
new preschool programs witfe .an ^ emphasis on the responsibility of 
parenting. In conclusion-, it^rged that four specific areas of urban 
education become focal: parentihg as an extension of the preschool 
movement; a shift from educator preference to schooling objectives; 
the development of a 'full employment program; .^and, relating urban 
education to tha., process of life-long learndng.^- (Autho''r/AM)• 
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ladTes and gentlemen; * ^ ^ 

MY message THIS. MORNING IS SIMPLE^ .BUT ITS' - 
RAMIFICATIONS HAVE eMoRMOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR tOCIAL 

PLANNERS SUCH AS OUf^SELVES, " ' 

• • ' ^ ' 

THAT MESSAGE IS , THAT 1975 USHERED IN, A - 

NEW AND DIFFERENT WAY' OF THINKING AND REACTING TO PUBLIC 

t ^ 

EDUCATION AT A^LL LEVELS. -WE'RE IN THE NEW ERA OF 
CONSUMERISM., CONFRONTATION AND CONCILIATION, WHAT T WANT . 
TO DO THIS MORNING IS PLACE gRBAN PUBLIC SCHOOLING WITHIN 
THE CONTEXT OF AMERICA., 1975, 

WHETHER YOU WANT TO ACCEPT IT OR NdT> WE'vE MOVED 

I" ' 

OUT OF THE ERA OF EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES., USHEf^ED" 
*IN DURING 1954., AND FEW .OF US YET COMPREHEND THIS' FACT OF 
LIFE.. ■ ■ . ' • • 

\, ALONG WITH MANY OF YOU., AM DESPONDF-NT OVER THIS 
FACT., PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE THE.-GOAL WE SOUGHT IN THE NAME OF 
EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EX-P^ER I ENCES^ THAT BEING AN "INTEGRATED • ; 
schooling" for black and white Af-IERICANS WA'S.AND STILL IS 
LAUDABLE., AND. I CONTINUE TO SUPPORT IT.,. BUT REALITY iS 'REALITY. 



it IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY IMPRACTICAL TO 
•PURSUE THAT. GOAL IN OUR MEGALOPOLIS^ WHERE 90 PERCENT 
OF "blacks' RESIDE^ NOT ONLY BECAUSE'OF LOGISTICS^ BUT 
MORE IMPORTANTLY^ BECAUSE OF CHANGING ATTITUDES^ COMPETING 
FORCES; AND" RAPIDLY CHANGING CLASS STRUCTURES. 

^AMERICA BEG/\I^- TtS SOCIAL EXPERIMENT JUST 200 
YEARS AGO THIS MONTHy WITH EDUCATION OR SCHOOLING NOT 

' i • • , ■ * . 

BEING A PRINCIPLE COMPONENT^ AND BI^CKS NOT BEING PART 

j . V * • . - 

GF THE PROCESS. FOR "NEARLY^ 100 -YEARS^ FROM.. 1776 " TO 

, . \ . ' - . •. . 

187^y THE LITTLE RED SCHOQL HOUSE HELD SWAY ON^ A PREMISE 
OF INITIATIVE^ INDIVIDUALISM,, AND^IDENTITY FOfj WHITE's 
ONLY. . ' ' 

■ IN 187^^ ENLIGHTENED MICHIGAN JURJST SET THE 
STAGE FOR 80 YEARS OF SCHOOLING BASED UPON A SYSTEM OF . 
SORTING^ SCREENING -AND S-ELECTING. A SYSTEM UNPARALLED 

ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD FOLLOV/ED ON THE HEELS OF THIS, - 

• ■•/ ■ . 
DECISION. A SYSTEM WHEREIN. . . . , . " 

• ' . .1. .OUR TEACHERS WERE TRAINED BY. % 

«Si **** • • 

".V • 'COLLEGES TO TEACH THe' THREE 

S'S. (sorting/ SCREENING AND. selecting) 



2. OUR JEXTBOOK PUBLISHERS SOLD 

• JKEIR BOOKS IN TERMS OF TH'E . > ' 
V THREE S's; 

■ , 3. OUR GRADE .CARD5 WERE DESI6NED;T0 

- PERPETUATE THE* THREE S'S.- . ' 

OUR TESTING OF CHiLdREN WAS -P-BE- 
DICTED UPON this" SAME PRINCIPLE. ' • . • >• ' 

AND.-.; - . . ■ , • 

j ^ . 

X '."5. OUR SCHOOLS WERE MANAGED ACCORDiiNG / ' 

■ TO THi.s Premise' wiJH time anD' • ' . . ,■ , . 

SfANMRDIZItiG OF CLASSROOM |INSTRU.CT,ION. 
BE1N& THE CONTROLLING .FACTOR OF . STUDENT . .■ 

LEARNING AND, PERFORMANCE.. • " 

-. ' THESE 5 SACRED COWS STILL SURVIVE- IN MANY URBAN 
PUBLIC .St.HO,LS, , SOME OF US AND MANV IN THIS, ROOM HAVE BEEN . 
ABOUT THE BUSINESS OF ATTACKING EACH OF THE ABOVE 5 , SACRED^ . 
Cok" SINCE THE.ADVENT OF THE U. S.: sUPR|ME COURT DECISION 0^ 

HHICH..,N MY opinion; WENT FURTHER .THAN DISMANTLING , , 
THE "SEPARATE BUT' EQUAL--DOCTRINE.". , ■• 

■ THAT DECISION. IN MY OPINION;.SEf THE NATION 0N_./^.- 

COURSE-OF PUBLIC EOUCAT.O. POLICY. WHICH CAN-...E_CHARACTERIZED 
AS EQUAL EDUCATIONAL- EXPERIENCES. -THE THREE ■ , . 



/ ■ ■■ WITH THE .IHPEtJs OF.THIS iJECISION, 'weXS SOCIAL 
PUNNERS HAVE. .IN THIS THJ.RD QUARTER OP- THE 20tH CENTURV. • 
PARtlCIPATEI,- IN. SUC^ .NOTABLE .E;<TURES IN /HE NAME OF EQUAL 
EDUCATIONAL' EXPERteNSE" AS; / .. V- X'. 



/ 



msny w: ./ 

' (1965) 'V • 
' (1959) 
(1970) 

(1971)- ^ . 
' (1973) , • . ' 

(1974) AND SOME ASPECTS 0 

•BiLiNGuy;^! 

'TITLB/lXON SEX.DI&CRIMINATIOT^ (1975) 



DESE6REQATI0N 
TITLE I 

•STATE STUDENT Assessment 

FR%E TE^TBOaKS 
ACCOUNT ABIl/lTY. 
INDIAN ED,UCATION 



^ . 1 must' sadly state THI S MORNI NG THAT^THf _ SHORT -- 
ERA OF "EQUAL- EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENSe", IN CON-tRAST TO THE , . 

VONG-STANDINS ,T.O ERAS ,0E "COMPETITWe Pr/lEGE" IS DRAWING 
TO AN. ABRUPT /CLOSE, m^^^^^m^^mJmW^^ - 

• WHY? ... let's take a LOOK... ' 
URBAN INADEQUATE FINANCING SI NtE 1950; 
■ / RESEGREGAtfON SINCE 1954; 
' ■ , TEACHER NEGOTI-XTIONS ONLY SINCE 1965;/ ' 

, SKYROCKETING COST SINCE. 1968; 

/ ' 6 ' * . * - 



/ENVIRONMENT-ArWD ENtRGY CONSTRAINTS. SINpE 1.959;. 
D ECLIN I NG-ENRDLU-IENt"" ONLY SINCE* 1970; . " 

age of majority since 1971;'. * " » 

Job opportunities declining since 1972; . 

' ■ ^ ' ~ f- • ■ " 

women's rights since 197^1. 

YOU' can't have equal Iducational experiences while. 
so many competing social forces abound, given our^ existing 

public ROLTcV I MUST CONCLUDE THAT OUR ' NEW COURSE "BOILS 
DOWN TO HE OR SHE WHO QETS THE VOTES GETS 'THE BAEAD^" / 

ALTHOUGH ITS STlLL TOUGH BEING A MINORITY^ .ITS , 
BECOMING CliEAR THAT NO LONGER IS IT ONLY A MATtER OF WHETHER;- 
you're black OR WHITE AS.Mi/CH.AS IT IS WHETHER YOU*HAVE THE 
RJGHT CONNECTIONS ANDJ i NFLUENCES . . - 

/ ' , \ ' . . ■ - 

' - ' IT IS NOT ONLY A WHOLE NEW BALL GAMEy BUT MAN^ OF 

US don't even know The. rules, by which'The. game^is being 
pla\ed in this year of^1975. 

without -addressing FORTHRfGHTL-Y. TH.E issues OF THE 
DAYy WE CAN fXPECT 'GENERAT.ION AFTER GENERATION OF OUR YOUTHy 
EYE-BALLED TO THE T.V. SOAP OPERAS IN THE DAYTIME AND SOME 'OF 
THEM SEEKING DRUG RELATED » EXPER I ENCES IN THE EVENING, UNLESS' 
THE EVER-WIDENING GAP BETWeEN URBAN SCHOOLI-NGy^ EDUCAtlON AND • 
THE WORLD OF WORK IS CLOSED CONSIDERABLY... 

7 



we; the- ARCHITECt:S OF THE PROPOSALS PUT FORTH 
,N THE PAST 21 YEARS TO^ ACHIEVE THE GOAL OF EQUAL EDUCAliONAL 
EXPERIENCES. ARE IN ONE SENSe/tHE pkRPETRAT6RS 6f THE- DEMI SE 
OF THE GOAL. FOR IN OUR SOCiAL PLANNING: ■ \ 

' ' • ' * ' • . r ' * 

■Arf^lER'ICA DISMANTLED ITS ' DUAIL, SYSTEM 

OF SCHOOLS,. ' ^ . ■ • 

ATHLETIQ BLACKS V/ERE ASSIMILATED ON • , 

. vCAMPUSES AT .ALABA^ AND NORTH CAROLINA ' , 
■ -"'state RATHER'THAfi MICHIGAN STATE-'A^D 

' *GR:AMBL I NG COLLEGE. ^ ' ' \ 

■ i . ■ ■ . ^ ■ ■ 

; j . '-BUSINESS OPENED ITS ARMS xJUST WIDE 

■ ■ ^ ' ENOUGH TO ABSORB OUR TALENTED FEW IN 

• THE NAME 01^, FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES. \ 

'['"■ — ■ - AND, REALTORS S0(JN= REALIZED JHATJ^E ^ . 

.!.'WAS/A PROFIT IN-OPEN mU-S-tt^lS AS WELL AS 
. • ' IN BLOCK BUST-ING. 

. . NO .DOUBT 'about IT, , SOME -OF us ARE B'ETTER OFF' 
BECAUSE OF IT, BUT" THE UNFORTUNATE FACT IS, THE' HASSK ARE ' 
■WORSE OFF. NOW. IN MANY RESPECTS THAN IN'19SI\, AND THIS IS 
' SADLY TRUE FOR. URB*'N. PUBLIC SCHOOLS.. ' . 



■ ' • • Vernon- jordam: our yqung dynamic leader/'Vias 

reminded us THAT: "tHEREMS NO, QUESTION BUT. TjHAT.- AME^I CA 
IS IN PEEP CRISIS TODAY ^ . ., : ^ , • . " 



s 



ONE OUT OF EVERY FOUR BL,ACK WORKERS 



IS UN-EMPLOYED. / 
" HALF OF ALL B^ACK TEENAGERS ARE 

OUT of WORK, 

THE MAJORITY OF THE BLACK JOBLESS 

,ARE INELIGIBLE FOR ANV'kIND'OF * " '• 

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS. ' 
— BLACK LABOR* FORCE PARTICIPATION HAS • ■ 

BEEN DECLINING FOR YEARS^ INDICATING . 

THAT LACK OF OPPORTtlN'lTY AND TRAINING 

IS KEEPING LARGE NUMBERS OP PEOPLE 

I EVEN FROM LO'OKING FOR WORK. 

... , 

AS MANY BLACKS ARE OUT OF WORK TODAY. • 
AS TN THE DAYS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION ^ 
QF THE 1930'S. • ^ ^ • ' 

THE tYPfCAL BLACK FAMILY EARNS ABOUT 
HALF OF WHAT THE GOVERNMENT 'ITSEL'F 3AYS 
IS THE LEVEL NEEDED f6r 'A MODERATE/" 
MIDDLE CLASS LIVING STANDARD' WITH .NO 
FRILLS - - $W^.00.\ ,! . • ' . 



FEDERAL ECONOMISTS PREDICT. HIGH , 
UNEMPLOYMENT 'AND .HIGH- INFLATION * 
r'ig'hT THROUGH -TO THE QnD. OF THE 



DECADE, 



EVEN WITH S'UCH" STARTLING SJATl'STtCS Br -VERNON' 
JORDAN^ MANY BLACK: AMERICANS STILL, CLIt^G' TO THE BELIEF ' 
: THAT URBAN PL^BLIC EDUCATION - V . 

. ' CAN AND SHOULD RIGHT THESE KRO^IGS^ 

^ J,— .CAN GET AMERI^CA ROLLING A6A I N^ A.ND • . 



CAN CLOSE THE. GAP BETWEEN WHAT- 
TELEVISION TELLS US.EVEftY AMERICAN 
WANTS AND SHOULD HAVE> AND WHAT THEY 



DO INDEED PURC^HASE.' 

V 



^' YOU AI^D i KNOW THAT. PUBLIC EDUCATIOfJ IS A 

FOLLOWER, NOT A LEADER. PUBLIC EDUCATION CANHPT CORRECT .THESE 

WRONGS UNLES?^ COMMUNITY DEMANbS ^AND NATIONAL POLICY SETS TME ■ 



DIRECTION. 



/YOU AND r,KNOW'THAT WHAt IS MOST URGENT TODAY IS 
•NOT ^ETfER. URBAN, EDUCATION (ALTHOUGH BETTEl^' ' URBAN SCHOOLING MUST • 
BE ArnTFVF^) mJT A'NATIONAI VuLL EMPLOYMENT PDLICY TH AT GUARANTEES;. 
TO EVERY HIGH SCHOOL GRADUAVe CAPABLE OP '^^ntji^r A.^DFCFNT JOB AT 
A DECENT WAGE. ' . ' ^ « - " . 



' / "we KNpW THIS REGARDL^S OF THE STATISTICS . 

'•BECAUSE: . . ' ■ . ■ 

V. . . . • * 

• ' ' ■ ■ • . / • 

' . "POLICEMEN. AND FIREMEN ARE BEING. 

• . ■ FURLOUGHED, , " . 

, • ■ . '■ . ' ' ' 

•'. crime' IN J;,.NNER-CITY IS OPPRESSIVE. 

\' - inflation' IS .AJ AN ALL-tlME;.HlGH. 

MINORITY GAINS -ARE COSING OUT TO 

. WOMEN S RIGHTS. 

■ -Y : . J^ANY SCHOOLS ARE ''IN TURMOIL. • ^ • 

'DRUGS ARE RAMPANT. 

_ - ~ "■■* . • " ■ 

' f^IDDLE-CL^SS BLACKS AND WHITES 
■ « ' > . ■ . , f ■ • 

• -• • 'TOGETHER ARE FLEEING TO THE 

SUBUR'BS. •. • 

' , . "HOW.'Il^'tHE WORLD DO JHE POLI,CY-MAKERS BELIEVE OUR. 

YOUTH — THOSE NOT ATHLEtFcALLY OR ACADEMICALLY SUPERHUMAN" 
ARE GCWNG TO, STAY IN URBAN SCI'OOLS WITH THE OUTLOOK AHEAD 
■'.WHEN... ' ^ ' " •■ 

— • WE St\lL don't >KN0W HOW TO REACH AND TEACH 

, . J t ' • ■ ■ , 

•|10ST INNER-CIJ,Y: CHILDREN TO OFF-SET 

• " SOCIO-ECONOMIG CONDITIONS. 



\ 
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WE sjill«on't know kow to prepare 

^TEAPHERS to B£LAI£. AND ^IIEBAIE OUR , _^ 
YOUTH WHO F,IND-THE SYS/TEM REPUGNANT. 

" •WE STILL HAVE FAILED' IN PRICKING THE,-^ 

AMERICAN CONSCIENCE TO .REALIZE THAT 

'^Un'iTED we stand" BUT "DIVIDED BY 
j ■" • - ' ■«* 

DistRICT BOUNDARIES W^ ALL f ALL*.. , 



4> a 



- ^' ^ • 1 CONTEt^D THIS MORNING. THAT OUR FUTURE SUCCESS WILL 

"^DEPEND UPON THE FORMULATION OFv A NEW POLICY.' SO/ WE ARE . 
ASSEMBLED HERE TODAY. 21 YEARS \fTER, BR6WN/ TO' ANSWER. THE . 
^ QUESTION AS TO. WHICH WAY SHALL WExGO... . 

• - ■• . '.. SHALL WE "RESOUVe" TO REDOUBLE OUR EFFORTS 
• '' ./to ACHIEVE;"E^UAL EDUCATIONAl, experiences" 

^ ' . WHEN URBAN SCHOOL'dISJRICJ -AFTER SCHOOL 

• ' ' DISTRICT IS BECOMING 90 PERCENT BLACK .- 

AND 10 PERCENT WHITE? ^ - 

•- ;. ■ ■■ . ' r " ■ ••. 

- •■ ' ■> - OR . « • • ' ' / 

— SHALL WE "FORMULATE HERE AND NOW A NEW 
• ■ PUBLIC POLICY' CONSISTENT WITH THIS NEW ^ 
ERA OF CONSUMERISM. CONp'NTATION. AND 

CONClLli^TION^." ^ . 



t 
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■■-« • -AS.A LAY MEMBER. OF JHfe PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL 
COMMISSION ON .MANPOWER PoClCY^ I AM EXTOEMElY CONCERNED 

'about THE/ ARTICULATION BET\'/EEN ONE 's EDUICATION AND ONE S 
JOB^ BETWEEN SCHOOLING AND WORKING, AND V WANT THE URBAN 
■LEAGUE TO HELP DO SOMETHING ^^BOUJ THAT' RELATIONSHIP WHICH 

.^'iSb/(!6m'iNG EVER WIDER DAY BY' DAY., . ^ 

ALTHOUGH MY MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY IS THE SCHOOLING 

'process, IT won't work wTthout an equal amount of.^ attention 



. ■ . . \ 

on' MY' PARJ AND YOURS, GEARED TO ALL OF WR- LIFE .SPX(^ - ^ 

§E^aUE-NCES; . ^ ^ ' 

t 



!aS WE-i-N TfelE^.EDL^CATIQNAL A^RENA CONJUGATE TODAY . 
'ON'THE THEME ^OF ^ ^lnRc;^. DOLLAR?^ AND RACE " -WE SHOULD. ALWAYS' 
^KEEP In'mIND THAT AMERICAN LIFE IS. DIVIDED RATHER RIGIDLY 



INTO FOUR .-LIFE SPANS: 



REARING 

—7, 'Schooling 

*. WORKING, 

RETIRING 



AND 



■ ' AGE F^^EAKS IN. THESE FOUR SPANS. HAVE VARIED OVER ' 
:QUR XEAR HIStORYv BUT THEY REMAIN CLEARLY DISTIJ>IGU ISHABLE 
IN 'AMERICAN, LIFE. IT SEEMS IT IS NOW, TIME'fOR THOSE. OF US 
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ASSEMBLED HERE TO CHART A NEW EDUCATION COURSE DURING 
THIS LAST QUARTER OF THE 20tH CENTURY.. A COURSE WHICH 
RECOGNIZES THAT MANY OF THE ACTORS OF TODAY TEND TO 
CONCENTRATE MOSTLY ON CONSUMER I SMy CONFRONTATION^ AND 

CdNCILIATlONy RATHER THAN EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES, 

f . ' - '■' 



^ I WOULDy THEREFORE^ PROPOSE THAT WHAT's REALLY- 
needed' IN TERMS OF "bEARIM" OR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
SEQUENCES IS A COMBINATION OF PRE-SCHOOLS AND NEW PROGRAMS 
WITH EMPHASIS ON XHE "RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTIN G." ' 

rcTHE EXPERIENCES OF THE FIRST FElV YEARS OF LIFE 
I)EtERMINE_THE -EXTENJ TO WHICH MOST- CHILDREN WILL BE ABLE 
TO PROFIT FROM AND ENJOY URBAN SCHOOLING .AND FREEDOM OF 
OPPORTUNJTY in A FREE SOCIETY. 

'.,„, ' -AS U.S. COMMISSIONER OF -EDUCATIpNy TED BELLy 
RECENTLY OBSERVED: 

\ 

"before CHILDREN REACH Ki'nDERGARTEN 
•• MANY OF THEIR HABITS FOR LEARNING/ ' • 
ARE LARGELY ESTABLISHEp^CH/^RAQIERISTIAS^^ ^- 



f 



AND THEY ARE IMPRINTED MOST OFTEN BY. THE 
PARENTS. " 

14 
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ALONG, WITH FOCUSING 'OUR ENERGY AND RESOURCES 

ON ''pre-schooling"; t propose. the urban^ leagu e take 

■ TMP I EAD IN BUu'mur. INTO PARENTING F ROM THE HOSPITAL 
■ TO THE school/a PARENT-V/ORK PROGRAM TO BETTER ASSURE 
THAT OUR CHILDREN. PARTICULARL V THE DISADVANTAGED. ARE 
ACQUIRING THE BASIC SURVIVAL T oni- -^^ NEEDED FOR THIS NEXT 
C ENTURY . . . • 

— — - > ♦ i , 

SUCH A PROPOSAL HAS WITHIN IT AT LEAST TWO 
UNIQUE features: \ 



piRST: IT INVOLVES THE PARENTS, MORE . - 
THAN EVER BEFORE-IN THE EDUCATIONAL 
REARING OF . THEIR CHILDREN', RATHER' THAN 
LEAVING THE MAJOR TASK TO PROFESSIONALS- 
ALONE. AND INDEED, CQULD' BECOME" A UN^IQUE 
SCHOOLING FOR THE PARENTS. 



g£CONDi. PRESUPPOSES SOME TYPE OF' 
MONETARY INCENTIVE THAT IN MANY .INSTANCES 
CpaLD-NOT ONLY- HAVE IMMEDIATE IMPACT UPON 
WELFAR'E RdCLS, BUt IN THE LONG RUN COULD 
CHART A NEW COURSE DIRECTION IN. TERMS 



'^^^^^TjoTEf^LO^^^ FOR THCrSE f^ARENTS 

WHO can't FIND JOBS. 
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"i don't believe the URBAN" schools CAN WAIT . 
ANY .'LONGER TILL KINDERGARTEN TO BEGAN INTER-ACTING WITH / 
PARENTS AND CHILDREN. ; ' 

■»'-•■ . - 

n. ■ • . 

i ' 

' . AS WE LOOK AT SCHOOLI-NG> OUR ^SECOND MAJOR LIFE 
FOCUS. WE NEED TO REALIZE THAT THE VARIANe:E BETWEEN kHOOLING 
AND EDUCATION HAS WIDENED, OUR EXPECT/yTIONS FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH HAVE CHANGED, .AND , NEGOTIATIONS OF THE PAST TEN YEARS 
CALLS FOR A NEW APPROACH If^ WE ARE TO ACHjEVE A BETTER 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCHOOLING AND PREPARATION FOR ADULT 
LIFE. ' " / . . ■ 

' ' that's 'WHY WE HA^VE PROPOSED, FOR THE COUNTRY TO 
CONSIDER-, THE MICHIGAN EDUCATION ACCOUNTABILITY MODEL . 
WHiCH IS A NEW WAY OF THINKKNG AND DOING THINGS I N 
EDUCATION : It IS BASED UPON FIVE PRINCIPLES THAT: 

.SEPARATE EXPECTATIONS FROM TEXTBOOKS. 

■ REQUIRfe MEASURABLE PERFORMANCE 

, » OBJECTIVES. 



— PLACES EMPHASIS UPON STUDENT 
"needs APPLIEP A6AI,NST SPECIFI'C 
,;CPITERIA.. . • 

ASSUMES .CHANGE TAKES PLACE LN - 
SCHOOL BUILDINGS RATHER THAN IN 
V SCHOOL DISTRICTS^ AND- 

' ABOVE ALL ELSE, ENCOURAGES A 
MEETING OF tHE NBEDS "OF THE LOW^R 
ONE-FIFTH. 

IT IS A PHILOSOPHY: ^ . ^ ' 

„ WHICH ASSUMES EVERY SJUDENT CAN _ "■ 

SUCCEED IN THE SCHOOL, AND CHALLENGES 
- SCHOOL BOARDS AND EDUCATORS TO SEE 
-THAT IT HAPPENS. . ' ■ ' , ^ ' 

WHICH SHIFTS EFFECTIVENESS FROM . ^ 
INPUTS TO "OUTPUTS, AND C ALLS UPON 
/SCHOOL BOARDS AND EDUCATORS -TO ASK 
. tHE RIGHT QUEST lO-NS AND .GET THE 
APPROPRIATE ANSWERS, 

i 

17 • 
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WHICH HOLDS EVERYONE; INVOLVED' 

"ACCOXJNf ABLE fOR THE PRODUCT/AS " ' ^ 

WELL. AS THE PROCESS. ^INCLUDING 

' THE P0LICYMAKII16 SCHOOL BOARDS.' ^ 
THE EDUCATORS, THE PARENTS AND • 
THE STUDENTS. , ... 

THE ROLE 6f the UfeAN-seWL IN THIS LAST QUARTER ' 
OF THE 20th CENTURY IS'TO PROVID| ITS STUDENTS WITH JMWm, 
EDUCATIVE, CELEBRATIVE AND EVEN REMORSEFUL "EXPERIENCES IN . 
.ORDER THAT THEY MAY ENJOY; AND-' APPREC lATE A.HORE FULFIti^ING 
ApULT LIFE. , ■ . . : 

EVEN tHOUGH THE FUNCTIONS' ASSIGNED +0 .SCHOOLS \. 
CONTINUE TO BE -THE FIVE 'BASIC FUNCTIONS WHICH HAVE EXISTED 
FOR 200 YE^RS: " : • . . * 

" CUSTODY " , • - 

, :■ ■ SOCIALIZATION ^ '(.xplA-INED VERBALLV) 

■ ' SELECTION . .. • . ■ " 

INSTRUCTION. AND. ^ 

PLACEMENT - ' \ , 

18- 
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' WE MUST REALIZE THAT PERFORMING THESE . 
.„„CT.ONS HAS CHANGED DRASTICALLY: IN 'A POLITICAL ' SEN.SE. 
Le GOT TO REALIZE THAT SCHOOLS .CAN NOT! BE RON'NOW LIKE 
la WERE RUN EVEN TEN, YEARS AGO, LET ALONE 25 YEARS , AGO . 

■ PUBLIC EDUCATIok AS WE. KNOW IT-WILL DRIFT BY 

'the "bye" if we aren't. attuned to the TIMES, ijam^ 

eEBS0NAL£REEIRENCE40_SCH^^ 

. •■ • SCHOOLING MUST BECOME. IN^ PRACTICE AS WELL AS IN 
principle/ AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE LIFE SEQUENCE/- NOT A ' 
PART FROM IT, NOT FOR' A SELECTED FEW. BUT. FOR ALL WHO ,VMNT 
TO PARTICIPATi IN THE GOOD LIFE. THERE. IS A DIRECT 
CORRELATION BETWEEN jm^UJOLLABilm^ AND THE PLIGHT 
OF. THE URBAN SCHOOL SYSTEM. 



Hi ;. ' ' 

•/ 



• IN THIS REGARD. IT IS NOW BECOMING ABUNDANTLY 
CLEAR THAT A MAJOR ADJUSTMENT IN OUR WQRKlii£ OPPORTUNITIES 
■,S GOING TO HAVE TO TAKE PLACE IF URBAN SCHOOLING IS- TO REMAIN 



A VIABLE PART OF QUR AMERICAN TRADITION. 'I REACH.- THIS 
RATHER PESS;MrsflC'CONCLUSION AS A-RESULT OF OUR RAPIDLY 
ACCELERATING TECHNOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC ADVANCES AS 
cbf^PAKE'D, W OUR SLOWLY CHANGING SCHOOLING PROCESS. 

■ FOR IF VIE .BECOME COMMITTED TO- A NEW COURSE OF 
direction; which i SHALL LABEL "CAREER EDUCATION^' AND. 
If. WE CONTINUE TO RELY UPON OUR "'FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM^ 
TO PRODUCE JOB OPPORTUNITIES. THIS COUNTRY WILL BE HEADED 
FOR A MAJOR SOCIAL ^EXPLOSION BEFORE THP'END OF THIS 
CENTURY. FOR AS JAMES o'TOOLE RECENTLY OBSERVED: 



; : ' "^ PORTENTOUS SOC^IAL PATTERN IS BEGINNING - 
■ ' TO EMERGE IN MANY ' INDUSTR lALI ZED NATIONS'. 

IN SOCIALIST AND.C-APLTALIST ECONOMIES' . " 
ALIKE. INCREASING NUMBERS- of: HtGHllY 
QUALIFIED' WORKERS WHICH '-ARE UNABLE TO , 
FIND dOBS'THAT REQUIRE, THEIR SKILLS ^AND 

: ' ''t'raitjing." 

■ . THIS PROBLEM CAN- BE EASILY TRACED B ACK TO THE \ 
SCHOOL. FOR WHEN SCHOOLS PERFORMED TH EIR FUNCTION AS SELECTOR. 
f^r.RFENER AND SORTFR . THE SYS TEM WAS COMPAt'iBI F , BUT WHEN .SCHOOLS 
JURI^^ED AWAY. FOLLOWING f95^. FROM BEING THE ^ INST RUMENTS " 
OF StRATIFir.ATION^TO BEING GREATER ?^OCIAL EQUALIZERS. HOPE 
WAS GIVEN THE BLACK. LATINOS. NATIVE AMERICAN^ THE FEMALE. AND,.- 
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THE HANDICAPPED. NO APPARPiNT CHANGE IN OUR NATIONAL . 

POLICY OF JOB GENERATION . 

" ■ THIS RATHER UNRECOGNIZED PHENOMENON IS NEW IN 
HUMAN endeavor; YET UNTESTED IN THE FREE f/ORLD MARKET PLACE 

UNTIL NOW. AS o' TOOLE HAS STATEp: . 

- 

-WHAT IS NEW IN HISTORY IS THAT . 

THE MASSES' ARE NOW ALMOST AS WELL 
EDUCAXED AS. THE ELITE. * 

NEW FORMS OF CLASS POLARIZATION 

ARE NOW EMERGING WHICH AFFLICT ^ _ 

EVEN THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. 

. ___,„ society's REFLEX' RESPONSE TO SUCH" 
PROBLEMS HAS BEEN TO LAY HEAVIER 
STRESS ON THE VALUE OF EDUCATIONAL 
CREDENTIALS. ' 

AS IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT. EDUCATION 
WILL NOT PAY OFF AS PROMI SED^ . THERE IS / 
\^ , A VERY REAL POSSIBILITY OF A MASSIVE RUILD^UP 

. "^x, , OF DISILLUSIONMENT AND A SENSE OF BETRAYAL 

AMONG THOSE STUCK WITH A ''bAD INVESTMENT''. 




— - Then the Important functions ob^ • 
^'schooling for seilf-developh^n^t^ - 

" V . • 

' LEISURE^" FAMILY^ AND CITIZENSHIP- 

WILL ALSO^ BE IMPERILED. 

• <» ' - 

/ • ADDED' TO THIS IS /THE FACT THAT WORK 

WAS PURELY INSTRUMENTAL FOR THE GREAT , 

.MAJORITY d,F WHITE WOMEN AND NOT 

A PRJMARY SOURCE OF IDENTITY AS IT"' 

■ WAS "FOR MEN. ToDaV^ HOWEVER/ A GROWING 

NUMBER OF WOMEN' WANT AND EXPECT THE . . , 

. M ■ 

SAME PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL REWARDS 

, FROM WORK THAT MEN RECEIVE — A SEN5E 

.. > OF IDENTITY^ SELF-ESTEEM^ AND MaStERY 

(in addition^ of C0URSE> tO'BEING PAID 

AS MUCH AS MEN FOR THE SAME WORK). 

T'oUR FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM CAN NOT ABSORB ALL OF 

^ • * / * *' .-^ 

THESE COMPETING FORCES IN THE FOt^SEEABlE FUTURE UNDER THE 
BANNER OF EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES'. . 

-APPARENTLY^ SOC I0-EC0N0M?C SECURITY IS NO LONGER, 
GROUNDED IN BUSING OR COLLEGE DEGREES. It IS GROOt^DED IN 
JOBS AND JOB OPPORTUNITIES.'' WORKING IS THE LONGEST OF OUR 
FOUR.LIFE"sPi(\NS, AND WILL SPILL BE-j BY 'A PR"ETTY GOOD- MARGIN, 
EVEN IF MANDATORY RETIREMENT WERE REDUCED FROM AGE 65 TO AGE 

55. " • 

20 • - 0. ' 
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'■ If^ S OME WAY, WE NEED -A NEW DECLARATION OF . 

^ ~ ~ ~' ~ ~' * - 

I ND EPENDENCE. NOT GROUNDED IN OUR SOVEREIGNTY AS. A NATION / 

BUT GROUNDED IN OUR COMMITMENT TO GI^EATER EMPLOYMENT " ^. 

O PPORTUNITIES' AND NO MORE A'N IMPORTANT IS SUE -FACES OUR 

GOVERNMENT . - THF fFOFRAL "mVFRNMJ^NT MUST ACT FOReEPU^LY- ^ 

j>jjrL^nii]ri ^i Y.JN THIS REGAJ^D. IF. THESE TWO MAJOR.D ICHOTOMI ES- ^ 

(EQUAi>EDUCATIONAL QPPORI.UNITIES AND^REE ENTERPRISE) AR,E 

TO 'be'bROUGHT BACK IN LINE F.OR^^THE -SURVIVAL ^OF URBAN " ' ; ■ 

EDUCATION. ' 

■ • ■ ' ■'■ • ^' ^ \ ■ -\ ■ ' 

'bringing BACK INTO LINE THE Rm_EAT10NSHIP 

'between SCHOOLING AND WORKING WfLL RESOLVE MANY OFj^^THE 
PRESENT SOCIAL. RACIAL'aNP POLITICAL ISSUfeS WHICH ABOUND. - 

• \ . BESIDES, e/:.TABLlSHME^T OF YOUTH EMPLOYMENT . ■ 
opportunities' WHILE IN SCHOOL AND. JOBS FOR SUCCESSFUL 
SCHOOL COMPLETERS. I WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST THAT UNDER THE ^ 
■ LEADERSHIP OF THE URBAN LEAGUEy WE NEED TO EMBA RK -UPON A 
- ^IFW PROGRAM MARRIAGE BFTWFFN SCHOO l' lMf^ AND WORK! NG PATTERNED 
AFTER E XISTING WANGEMENTS ^BETWEEN QBTA J ^^'t Mr.> AN ORER.ATING '- ' 
^^ICENSE AN ^i A "car/ ^ 

JUST AS EVERY THREE YEARS WE .HAVE TO BE CHECKED* 
OUT IN 0RD.ER;TQ. VALIDATE- OUR ABILITY TO DRJVE, I BELIEVC \, 
WE SHOULD'. REQUIRE OUR WORKING FORCE AND THOSH ON SUBSISTENCE 

ii" 



TO BE CHECKED O'JT. EVERY THREE' YEARS ON THEIR KNOWLEDGE - 
ANQ EDUCATIONAL. PERFORMANCE IN RELATIONSHIP T9 TJ4EIR ^ ^ 
WOkKING. -'WHERE ON-E's KNOWLEDGE^ SKILLS AND ATTRIBUTES 
ARE" SHORT OF THE MARK^^ AN ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATipN ^ 
SEQUENCE SHOULD BE PROVIDED IN COOPERATION,. WITH EMPLOYERS 
TO 'EQUI-P SUCH WORKERS- WITH THE NEW KNOWLEDGE^ SKILLS AND - 
ATTRIBUTES NEEDED. 'NO LOSS OF INCOME. OR SUBSISTENCE CHECKS 

■ T ^ • - ' ' - - .• ■• . 

WOULD BE INTENDED OR WOULD RESULT WHILE .IN THIS RETRAINING^ 

-J'- ■ . ■ - 

BUT RETRAINING WOULD BE REQUIRED TO STAY- EMPLOYED. SUCH 

A hoVE GOULD. VASTLY IMPROVH THE RELATIOfs'SHI P BETWEEN 

SCHOOLING AND >/0RKIN6^^ AND GIVE OUR URBAN SCHOOLS A ^N£W 

SHOT OF ADRENAL.IN LN THE NAME OF LONG LEARNING./' 

' . iv^ ■ ^ . ■ 

. MANY of' US don't- pLaN FOR THE RETIRING YEARS^ 
BUT THE FACT 'IS THAT MORE AND MORE OF US WILL BE ALIVE . 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE RETIREMENT SPAN OF ^LIFE. 

• * . , ' 

* *" ' J, - > 

■ . THERE IS A NEED TO RELATE LIFE-LONf LEARNING 
TO RETIREMENT, IN ADDITION TO 'ADEQUATELY FINANCING THE 
RETIREMENT YEARS. AGE 52 IS NO. LONGER A LONG WAY OFF 
FOR MANY ^OF US. IN 25 YEARS ONE's V/AY OF LI'fE CAN. BE 
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COMPLETELY ALT.CRCD. AND THOSE OF .US IN THE SCHOOLI-fciG BIJSIMESS 
MUST HAVE PERSPECTIVES IN THIS REGARD. • AS WE ' LOOK^ TOWARD THE 
YEAR 2000 A. Do" JUST ^ SHORT .25 YEARS FROM NOW. LOOK BACK 
WITH-HE TO 1950. JUST FOUR YEARS BEF6RE THE HISTORIC SUPREME 
COURT DECISION AND* THINK "QF' THE IMPACT. x ' " 

• ' FOR THE RECORD: 

■ THERE* WAS NO COMMERCIAL TELEVISION" IN 1950-. , 

■' ' .\ THERE WERE' NO TRIPS TO THE MOON. , ' ' 

: . THERE WERE NO MCDONALD HAMBURGER .STANDS . , 
. jHERE WERE NO SUPER MARKETS AS WE KNOW 

, ■ " T-HEM TODAY. . - ■ . 

• • XHERE WERE 'NO COMMERCIAL 'jet AIRPLANES., [ ■ 

THERE WfeREiNO HAND-CARRIED ELECTRON-IG - 

, • • JAPE RECORDERS. . * 

., • ■ ■ THERE. WAS NO COMPUTER' TECHNOLOGY.' • . '.: 

THERE WERE NO CREDIT CARDS. AND 

^UPER HIGHWAYS' WERE ENGINEERING DESIGNS 

- ' ' STI-LL ON. the DRAWING BOARDS, ' : > . . ■ 

^ _ ■ ■ SUCH A MEETING LIKE THTS ONE COULDN'T EVEN - 

■BE HELD JN ATLANTA.\GEORgIa... AND' MARTIN^LUTHER 

. KING WAS UNKNOWN i. ' , , . ^ , 



THE CHANGES IN THE NEXT 25 YEARS^ \^ILL UNDOUBTEDLY 
HAVE EVEN. A GREATER IMPACT .UPON OUR LIVES. ■ . - 



'•\ \ BECAUSE THE MAJOR STRESS OF BUYING POWER,. FOR 
MOST PEOPLE IN' TvHIS LAST QUARTER OF THE •20tH CENTURY^ 



tDUCATlON^ IN TERMSOF ONE's SCHOOL 



■ THE-ZUTH ( 

.ing] is no 



■n 



LONGER, AN 



2., A GOOD JOB FOR' THE BREADV 



1. A° GOOD EDUCATION. FOR OFFJPB,ING(s), ; 

inner(s). " 

LY, •' 

AGAINST ILLINESS, 
PATE AS A 



3r- A 'GOOD HOUSE FOR THE./FAM 
^, A BAS'IC HEALTH INSURANCE 
5. AW OPPORTUNITY TO, PARTIC 



iNKENT OF THE 



END CO'Ai^ IN AND OF ITSELF^. AS IT ONCE |WASs FOR MOSr 
AMERICANS^ IT IS NOW -JUST A MEANS TO' ATTA-INME 
AMERICAN DREAM. 

.THAT AMERICAN- DREAM^ I BELIEV 
HW^ES FOR IN today's CLIMATE^ -WHICH fs 
SECURfTY. 'FURTHER* TRANSLATED INTO: 



Ej IS. WHAT EVERY FAMIliY 
BASICALLY ECONPM iq 



CITIZEN IN OUR DEMOCRATIC^ WAY OF LIFE, 
AND^ 

6. A CH'AfJCE TO "enjoy SOME LEISURE, TIME 
ACTlVilTIES^ AND TO' WORSHIP 'AS ONE 
■pLEASpS,^ 

I .f-iRMLY BELIEVE^ RI.GHT OR WRONG^ THAT WHAT -THE 
MAJORITY- OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT. REGARDLESS OF THEIR- 
RACE. GEO'GRAPH I C 'LOCATION OR. SOC IO-ECo|lOMI.C STATUS ARE 
THESE BAS'Ic; TANGIBLE. THINGS IN Li'fE/ AND THEY LOOK TO. 
OUR EXCELLENT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO HELP THEM REACH 



THAT DREAM. 
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'as -WE MOv/E IfiTO THE NEXT TWO HUNDRED YEARS, 
WE NEED A REDED I CATION AND. A REAFFIRMATION TO THOSE; ^ 
DEMOCRATIC IDEALS AND GOALS. THAT ARE STILL THE ENVY OF ' 
THE WORLD.' I THINK V/E CAN JBE SUCCESSFUL-. IN FACT. WE . 
MUST SUCCEED IN URBAN 'sCHOOLS. BUT.. THERE IS IM THl's 
NEW ERA OF' CONSUMERISM. COrlf RONTATION AND CONCILIATION 
'much' apprehension/ ^FOR it's NOt'lIKELY the system CAN 

continVto prov-ide^ fqual ity to slacks. Eoim- to -women : 

■AWD'EDlkALlON to THE HANDICAPPED.,, WITHOUT SOME MAJOR 
REORDERING OF- AMERICAN PUBLIC POLICY, 



fUtKLINO wr- i-M 11.1% i yT' ■ • ' 

i . ' 

' ' ; " - . y 

AM CALLING' 



IN SUMMARY. I AM CALLING' UPON *EACH'OF,YOU AND~ • 
THE -NATIONAL URBAN. LEAGUE TO i^EFOCUS OUR LEADERSHIP IN . 
'fFbUR" SPECIFIC AREAS OF URBAN EDUCATION.: ' 

• ■ FIRST. TOWARD "PARENTING" AS AN- - i \ 

' • -EXTENSION OF THE PRE-SCHOOL MOVEMENT. "' ■ 

• — r.' .SECOND. TOWARD A SHIFT FROM "EDUCATOR " 

■ ■ PERSONAL preference" TO "SCHOOLING 

• • . ' ■ objectives:'. . • •' ■ ■ ^ 

THIRD. TOWARD MOVING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
FORWARD IN ESTABLISHING A COMPREHENSIVE ' 
"full EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM" THAT BETTER 
RELATES SCHOOLING TO ViORKING. 



'fourth, toward relating urban education- 

TO'THE PROCESS OF "lIFE'LONG LEARNING". 



SUCH A REFOCUS COULD sVgNi'f ICANTLY RESTORE THE 
QUALITY OF URBAN EDUCATION IN OUR PLURALISTIC SOCIETY JN 
THIS NEW. ERA OF CONSUMERISM. CONFRONTATION AND " 

I • . * 

CONCILIATION. - 



THE CHALLENGE BEFORE US IS AwboME. FOR TO 
PARAPHRASE THE WORDS OF PRESIDENT FRANKLIN DELaNO 
•ROOSEVELT: ; TH^ TEST OF OUR SUCCESS IN UKBAN SCHOOLS '. 
WILL-NOT BE OUR ADDING MORE TO THE ABUNDANCE OF THOSE 
WHO ALREADY, HAVE MUCH; IT- WILL BE WHETHER OR NOT WE 
PROVIDE enough' FOR THOSE WHO BRING TO US TOO LITTLE. 

-THANK Yaii FpR YOUR KIND INDULGENCE. 
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